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ABSTRACT 



This report presents information in a series of tables about 
graduation and dropout rates in Colorado in 1996 and suspension and expulsion 
rates in 1995-96. The 1996 graduation rate is a 4-year rate based on students 
who began ninth grade in 1992-93 as reported by school districts. The 
graduation rate for the Class of 1996 is 77.7%, an increase of 0.3 percentage 
points from the rate reported for the Class of 1995. This rate represents all 
Colorado schools, including alternative schools for high-risk students. In 69 
school districts, of 38% of all state districts , the graduation rate was at or 
above 90% in 1996. This was lower than for the Class of 1993, when 48% of 
districts had a graduation rate at or above 90%. The dropout rate is an 
annual rate reflecting the percentage of all students enrolled in grades 7 
through 12 who leave school during the reporting period and are not known to 
transfer to other schools. The dropout rate for 1995-96 was 4.0%, an increase 
of 0.4% from 1994-95. This is based on a total membership of 326,555, of whom 
12,949 students dropped out. In 1995-96, 29.1% of the previous year's 
dropouts returned to school. The 1994-95 school year was the first in which 
suspension and expulsion data were collected in a standard format. In 
1995-96, 72.5% of the 49,558 students suspended were male, and 58.2% were 
white. Males made up 79.6% of the expulsions, and 55.5% of these students 
were white . Figures are given for other ethnic groups and school grade 
levels. (Contains 14 tables.) (SLD) 
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The Research and Evaluation Unit of the Colorado Department of Education empowers our coworkers, the public, and the educational 
community to make informed decisions regarding quality education for Colorado's diverse learners by collecting and disseminating accurate, 
timely information, and by sharing our expertise in data collection, research and evaluation. : 
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During the 1995-96 school year 15 school districts reported 347 adult completers (students over age 21) from their educational programs. 
Adults receiving a high school diploma numbered 133; other certificates of completion 3; and GEDs 211. 
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COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
GRADUATION AND COMPLETER RATES FOR THE CLASS OF 1996 
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i£BLE 5 COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

GRADUATION AND COMPLETER RATES FOR THE CLASS OF 1996 
BY ETHNIC/RACIAL GROUP AND GENDER 
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LE 5 * COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

GRADUATION AND COMPLETER RATES FOR THE CLASS OF 1996 
BY ETHNIC/RACIAL GROUP AND GENDER 
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TABLE 7 ADULT COMPLETERS FROM COLORADO SCHOOL DISTRICTS 1 995-96 
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The dropout rate is an annual rate reflecting the percentage of all students enrolled in grades 7-12 who leave school during the reporting 
period and are not known to transfer to other public or private schools. In accordance with a 1993 legislative mandate, beginning with 
the 1993-94 school year, the dropout rate calculation excludes expelled students. 
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TABLE 8 STATE SUMMARY OF DROPOUT RATES INCLUDING AND EXCLUDING ALTERNATIVE SCHOOLS 
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TABLE 9 FIVE YEAR COMPARISON OF DROPOUT RATES BY ETHNIC/RACIAL GROUP BY GRADE 
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FIVE YEAR COMPARISON OF DROPOUT RATE BY GRADE AND GENDER 
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TABLE 11 COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SCHOOL YEAR 1995-96 

ANNUAL DROPOUT RATE FOR GRADES 7 - 12 
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TABLE 12 COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SCHOOL YEAR 1995-96 

SUMMARY OF DROPOUT RATES FOR GRADES 7-12 
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Table 13 STATE SUMMARY OF SUSPENSIONS AND EXPULSIONS FROM COLORADO SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

DURING THE 1994-95 AND 1995-96 SCHOOL YEAR 
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American Indian males; and 1.6 percent Asian males. White females expelled were 9.4 percent; Hispanic females 5.5 percent; Black females 1.2 
percent, American Indian females 0.2 percent and Asian females 0.1 percent. 
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Of the expulsions 38.6 percent were due to detrimental behavior; 31.1 percent were due to possession of deadly weapons; 20.1 percent were due to 
drugs or controlled substances; and 10.2 percent were for other reasons defined by the local district. 
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ELEMENTARY .5 98 70 8 
JUNIOR/MIDDLE 9.1 1002 23 91 142 
SENIOR 16.3 854 27 199 1982 
DISTRICT TOTALS 6.9 1954 57 290 2132 
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ELEMENTARY .00000 .0 
JUNIOR/MIDDLE .00000 *0 
SENIOR 11.5 15 0 0 0 2.7 
DISTRICT TOTALS 4.7 15 0 0 0 1.1 
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How Are Dropout Data Reported? Dropout data are reported annually to the Department by Colorado school districts. Dropout data are 
collected for grades 7-12, by school building and by district. Data are reported separately by sex, ethnicity/race, and grade level of students. 
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